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Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr*  D.J,  Fraser  M.B, jCh.B. 

Official  Address:  To\m  Hall, 

Mold, 

Telephone  Mold  176, 


Of  // 

(/Co/Ct, 


Hone  Address:  19 > Highfield, 
'lo3-d, 

To?-,  Mold  316, 


TO  THE  CllAmiAN  AHD  m;BERS  OF  THE  HOLYl^Ell,  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUiTCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlenen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ny  Annual  Report  mth  that  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1956. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-year  was  8,250. 

The  population  at  the  Census  (1951)  was  given  as  8,196, 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a rise.  The  number  of  live-births  was  1?1  caspared 
^vith  139  in  1957.  There  were  11  illegitimate  births,  compared  T^ith  i+  in  1957. 
There  were  2 still  births,  compared  udth  four  in  1957. 

The  Death  Rate  showed  a slight  change,  as  did  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
The  total  of  deaths  was  9/+  compared  with  94  in  1957.  With  the  ever  increasing 
number  of  elderly  persons  in  the  population,  a rise  in  the  death  rate  must  be 
expected  in  the  future.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  accounted 
for  39  of  the  deaths,  and  cancer  for  18,  The  figures  for  1957  wore  44  and  17. 

There  was  a rise, in  the  Infantile  Death  Rate.  Seven  infants  under  a year 
old  died  compared  \irith  four  in  1957.  There  were  no  deaths  associated  with 
childbirth.  Two  deaths  were  due  to  motor  accidents,  and  five  'mere  caused  by 
other  accidents. 

The  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  amongst  the  population  as  a \'Aiole 
shows  that  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  largest  cause, 

accounting  for  4I  per  cent  of  the  deaths.  Three  deaths  frai  Tuberculosis  were 
repprted,  and  pneumonia  accounted  for  three. 

It  vrLll  be  seen  from  the  reports  upon  samples,  that  the  quality  of  the 
water  supply  is  satisfactoiy , and  the  quantity  is  becoming  more  adequate. 

The  total  number  of  cases  ■ of  infectious  diseases  notified  totalled  40, 
compared  with  145  in  1957,  there  being  fewer  cases  of  measles, 'but  more  whoop- 
ing cough.  There  was  one  fatal  case  of  Encephalitis  in  a boy. 

There  were  10  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year.  Modern 
methods  of  diagnosis  and  close  co-operation  between  the  various  authorities 
responsible  for  the  health  of  the  population  bring  many  of  the  unsuspected 
cases  to  light.  Most  of  the  patients  who  go  to  Sanatoria  quicS.y  regain  their 
health , such  has  been  the  advance  in  methods  of  •n'eatment.  The  Xray  Units  of 
the  Ivelsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  continued  to  visit  the  district  during  the 
year. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thanic  the  Council  as  a whole,  and  your  Officers 
for  their  assistance  which  was  so  readily  given  to  me,  throughout  the  year. 


I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.J.  Fraser, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


# 


Vital  Statistics  19$Q. 


Population  : Registrar  General's  Estimte  at  Mid-Year  8,250. 

Live  Births  I7I, 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  20«72, 

Still-births  2. 

Still-births  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births  11 •56, 

Total  live  and  still-births  173. 

Infant  Deaths  7, 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live-births  ...(total)  LO»93. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live-births  . . , (legitinato)  31*25. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live -births  , . . (illegitinatc)  181*81 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (first  four  weeks)  per  1,000  live-births  35*08, 

Illcgitina oe  live-births  per  cent  of  total  live-births  6«L3. 

Maternal  Deaths  ... (including  abortion)  Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rato  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  Nil. 

Deaths  (fron  all  causes)  94. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
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AimAL  IMPORT 


SECTION  A. 

Social  Conditions  Including  Chief  Industries, 

Thoro  has  boon  no  change  in  conditions  during  tho  year,  ELiployricnt  v/ithin 
The  Urban  District  is  provided  mainly  in  paper  works,vroollGn  and  other 
textile  works  and  in  artificial  silk  works,  liany  residents  vrork  in  neighbour- 
ing districts  at  steel  works,  an  iron  foundry/,  quarrying,  coal  mining,  and 
distributive  trades.  Holy\'rcll  is  tho  market  to\m  for  a large  rural  area. 

Area  in  acres  - 2,/+28  - Statutory  acres. 

Population  - Census  1951  - 8,196. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

Vital  Statistics. 

These  are  presented  in  tabular  form.  For  purposes  of  comparison, 
figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and  whore  appropriate  tho  rates  for  England 
and  i'fales  as  a whole  are  also  given, 

TABLE  1.  BIRTHS. 


Mid-Year  1958  - 8,250. 
Mid-Year  1957  - 8,230. 
Mid-Year  1956  - 8,190, 
id-Yoar  1955  - 8,200. 
Mid-Y'oar  195 L - 8,210. 

2,119.  ' 

£97,868. ■ 

£387.  17.  3d. 


Live-Births. 


lialc . 

Female. 

• Total. 

Legitimate, 

79 

81 

160 

Illegitimate . 

4 

7 

11 

Total. 

83 

88 

171 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population, 
1958  - 20«72. 

1957  - 16.88. 

1956  - 17.94. 

1955  - 16.95. 

1954  - 20.22. 


England  and  liTalos.  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population, 

1958  (Provisional)-  16. 4 

The  birth  rate  rose  considerably  and  it  is  well  above  the  rate  for  England 
and  V/ales.  171  live  births  occurred  compared  vri.th  139  in  1957.  There  were  11 
illegitimate  births,  compared  with  4 in  1957. 

The  Registrar  General's  Canparability  Factor  being  1.01,  the  corrected 
Birth  Rate  is  therefore  20.92  per  1,000. 
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TABLE  11,  STUX  BIRTHS. 


ilalo . 

Female . 

'Total. 

Logitinate . 

2 

- 

2 

Illegitimate , 

- 

- 

- 

Total. 

2 

- 

f 

Still  Birth  Rato  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still-Births, 

195o  - 11.56. 

1957  - 27-97. 

1956  - 20.00. 

1955  - Nil. 

1954  - 17-75. 

1953  - 2V53. 


Still-Birth  Rato  per  IPOO  Population. 

1950  - 0.24. 

1957  - 

1956  - 0.36. 

1955  - Nil. 

1954-  0-36. 

1953  - 0.49, 

Enr^land  and  Wales,  Still-Birth  Rato  per  1,000  Live  .nnd  Still  Births. 

1950  - 21.6 

There  were  2 still-births  in  the  Holyi'jcll  Urban  area  in  1950  conpared  with 
four  in  1957. 

T/iBLE  111,  Deaths  (General)  Rate.  Halos. 


1950  - 53 

1957  - 45 

All  ages  (all  causes)  I956  - 43 

1955  - 46 

1954  - 53 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  Population. 

1950  - 11.39c 

1957  - n.t2. 

1956  - 10-06. 

1955  - 9-63. 

1954  - 10-47. 

1953  - H-04. 

England  and  Wales,  Death  Rato  por  1,000  Population. 

1950  - 11.7. 

1957  - 11-5. 

1956  - 11.7. 

1955  - 11-7. 

1954  - H-3. 

The  crude  death  rate  has  fallen  slightly  and  it  is  still  lower  than  the 
rate  for  Englr^nd  and  Wales.  The  Registrar  General* s ’'Comparability  Factor" 
being  1*18,  the  corrected  death  rate  is  13-44.  There  were  94  deaths,  compared 
v/ith  94  in  1957. 


tales. 

Totals 

41 

94. 

49 

94. 
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T/i^LS  IV,  Doaths  (Goner al)  /jialgysis. 


Cause  of  Death, 


Diabetes, 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

Tuberculosis  - Other, 
lialignant  Nooplasn  stonach, 

” " lung  bronchus. 

" " breast, 

" " uterus. 

Other  balignant  and  lynphatic  neoplasms. 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease, 
Vc.scular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 
Coronary  disease,  angina. 

Other  heart  diseases. 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

Other  respiratory  diseases, 
bronchitis . 

Ulcer  stomach  and  duodenum. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Accidents  (motor) , 

Suicide, 

Congenital  lialformations . 

Pneumonia . 

Other  Accidents, 

Ctiier  infective  and  parasitic  diseases, 

: lyperpla  s ia  Pros  ta  to . 


• 

o 
1 — 1 
c 

k — 1 

Female , 

Total. 

liaxo  per 
1,000 

Population. 

1 

n 

J. 

0*12 

1 

1 

2 

0.24 

- 

1 

1 

0il2 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

7 

1 

rv 

o 

0-94 

— 

2 

2 

o'»24 

3 

5 

O 

0*94 

- 

1 

1 

0-12 

5 

7 

12 

1-45 

12 

3 

15 

1.31 

2 

6 

3 

0.94 

2 

1 

3 

0*36 

2 

1 

3 

0*36 

2 

- 

2 

0*24 

•• 

— 

— 

— 

6 

9 

15 

1.31 

2 

- 

2 

0.24 

1 

- 

1 

0.12 

1 

- 

1 

0*12 

2 

1 

3 

0*36 

3 

2 

5 

0.60 

1 

- 

1 

0*12 

— 

— 

- 

- 

53 

41 

94 

it  \7ill  be  scon  from  this  table  that  39  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  a decrease  of  5.  Eighteen  deaths  wore 
due  to  cancer  in  one  form  or  another  compared  udth  1?  in  1957.  ihero  were 
3^  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  (2  in  1957).  rhoro  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria, 
.fnooping  Cough,  Meningitis,.  Polio:yolitis , measles,  Influenza.  Raciamonia 
accounted  for  three  deaths, '-lie re  voretwo  deaths  due  to  motor  accidents,  and  five 
due  to  other  accidents. 


T/iBLG  V.  Deaths  (Associated  mth  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth). 
There  wore  once  more  no  deaths  from  those  causes. 


TABLE  VI.  Deaths  (Infantile)  i.o.  Infants  Under  One  Year  Old . 


Hale , 

Female , 

Total, 

Legitimate. 

2 

3 

5 

IllogitiLiate. 

1 

1 

2 

Total. 

L. 

0 

4 

7 

Infantile  death-rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births. 

1953  - 31*25. 

1957  - 29-62. 

1956  - A2»25. 

1955  - 15-03. 

1954  - 12-90. 


5. 


J '7^ 

.oU-yXnM  (X-'tTMWOi 


m- 


000., X ,i^6t  .olril 

nr-Jb.'LOUfjD^ 


\‘kyto<i  *io  oBjw'J:.’, 


iLJ, 


SI-0 
41* -0 
0£.g 


J 


fl 


i X 

r 

"w  . 

/ . .V 

.i,’,  :4  - 


s. 


4?-0 


S^£*0  ^ I 


j<i*i  ‘^sa: 

mix 

n 

t 

4if2‘0  S 


X 

I 

X 


/* 


xc.:  ^ 

4SO 

u:-o 

U’O 
^.*  J 
>6«0 
ilO  . 

•»*  - 

•^--rrr^ 


.1 1 


U 

z 

X 

X 

i 

? 


I 


•-,v  ^ ' * •;•"  ■ 


,'rso^£>%l'^c«  ^ iiiaOXtrjwbdkji^^ 

, rf  igpoJT  ■ i rvU.Qi;l^^' 

,ewl6/io^'QmiX'  ^ •*  ■ 

•*  ..  ,.^W!!^rTfif’  'I 

.tJn^Xqoofi  i)jL*r4iV^ 

V .irau'/tij*  ^n4«i^  di'^/  .TDlq^avri^l^^ 
.oafciittc ',  fJ5u«iN 

''•;iilW 

.ar/^uumXt' 

**■  jms*  ,Ewai«'eXjb 'v**•Vl■1%^e.(y.^'^^■Hi6  ' ■•  .i5^ 
***•*  ..-«/ndfcoiih,  J-fip  'S  ,,;  i 

4 'F  f ,e^*aa>>eiji(  l?fifijfloj^fXX  ^Vtr  htiftriojj' •t<'(:i^'0j 

S'  ,.,  \(rs>;tO!ji>tf,hrt<jSs4oFA" 

X • V " "• 

X ,Btwiiar',»K<4Xt.  X*n 

5 ^ d.- 

X Itw'-  /vA.tftsjifiX  vi-. '’O.  , : ■ -Jt;" 

’'‘7^  ■ .ri^A^W'S?' ", 


SX 

s 

M»- 

s 


W .' 


c? 


'J"T;/ 


'h)  .ocR^l^t'-aiit  #<X  rn%M  itMt  oJW^iX  " Ixi?  Itx'ni  locT  XXi^^  ___ 

a±  \'i  0!^'impq^6  -stj  (ml  ^ 'U 


H :c 


,aX.'^oJ^Ti.''_Tfcf  tif  _ 

■ ' Uri- • ..  . , 

'■'  . .apttliiio  o'5j^  eHJiJ 'Wt.'WJiX  •'rcir'i  1 

'If.  ' V^’;‘«».!;^;J^)V!lwi:  ,it..i.,(!i^-;.jjyai  -,jjju 

-■-  iff:  "• 


V.' 


tw-i 


’H;- ^ 


K-^;Vr  - J' 


%-  • .0,  iy  ^ i-  •.  <•  y ; li  ’J.^Jtr-ii^ 


.jj J . ■*  , — ^ " 41  if 

^ t:-'^  - ' li 

■••i.  ■ -'- . u -_id»J£.'l'.'  .* 


.erf.^Jki  '{Jfeixi^rXr'  000%i>xcri 


iT(,  •■ 

3!V\. 


T I-  ‘ 


.tt 


- :S» : S ' '. : f 

»:  ;l ' ■ V,i,'» 
' - ■ ^rMfjLS 


Infantile  Death-rate  of  illcgitir.iato  infants  per  1,000  illcgitiaate  births. 

1953  - 181.31. 

1957  - Nil. 

1956  - 200. 

1955  - Nil. 

195i+  - 90*90. 

Infantile  death-rate  per  1,000  live-births  (logitir.iatc  and  illegitimate ) , 

1958  - 40*93. 

1957  - 28*75. 

1956  - 47*61. 

1955  - 14*38. 

1954  - 18*07. 

England  and  Wales,  Infantile  death-rate  per  1,000  live-births. 

1958  (provisional)  - 22*5. 

1957  - 23-0. 

1956  - 23*8. 

1955  - 24*9. 

It  is  shown  that  seven  infants  under  a year  old  died  compared  with  4 in 
1957,  and  seven  in  1956.  Six  of  the  seven  wore  under  a month  old. 

SECTION  B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  4rea. 


OFFICERS . Clerk  of  -the  Council 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 

nodical  Officer  of  Health 
Public  Health  Inspector 


J.  korfoot  Roberts. 

F. E.G.  Gray,  F.R.I.C  .S.  ,M.I.Mun.E. , 
M.Inst.H.E. 

D.J.  Fraser  LI, B.Ch.B.  ,D.P.H. 

G. A.  Wynn  ii. 4.P.II.I. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Conway  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Public  Analyst,  Chester, 

/imbulanco . Service  provided  by  the  Ctunty  Council,  ilii  ambulance  is  stationed 
in  Holywell  on  a 24  hour  service. 


Other  Services  Provided  by  the  County  Council  aret- 

Homc  Help, 

Home  Nursing. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Diphtheria  and  VJhooping  Cough  Imunisation. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  and  After  Care, 

Llontal  Health  Visiting. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

/jitenatal  Clinics. 

School  Clinics  and  Examination  > f School  Children, 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics, 

Vaccination  (by  arrangement)  by  Local  Medical  Practitioners,  and  by  the  Lfedical 
Officer  on  Request, 

Dental  Clinics.  Care  of  the  aged  and  provisions  of  residential  acconmodation, 
/jiti-Polionyolitis  Immunisation. 

B.C.G.  Immunisation  /4'ainst  Tuberculosis, 
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Providod  tho  Regional  Hospital  Board  arc;- 


Hospitnl  and  out-patients  clinic  facilities. 
Tuberculosis  clinics  and  sanatc^iun  acccQ”’.odation. 
Mental  Hospital  facilities,  including  clinics. 


Troatuont  Clinics. 

Situation, 

Date  and  Tines  of  Opening, 

Tuberculosis. 

Cottage  Hospital, 

Tuesday  10, 30. a, n. 

Sciiool  Clinic. 

The  Clinic , HolAnvell. 

Fridays  9.30.a,n, 

Tjitenatal  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  Holywell. 

2nd  Gc  Ath  Thursday  of  each' 
r.ionth,  9.30.a.n,  - 12  noon. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  Holywell. 

Thursday  1.30.p,n,  - A. 3C.p.n, 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Church  Hall, Greenfield, 

Tuesday  1.30,  p.n.  -A. 30, p.n. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic, 

Cottage  Hospital, 

2nd  Sc  Ath  Fridays  10.0, a, n. 

Holywell. 

- 12  noon. 

Diphtheria  rnd  YAiooping 

The  Clinic,  Holjrwell, 

Once  monthly  1st  Thursday 

Cough  IcLiunisation. 

lO.O.a.n. 

Cphthali.iic  Clinic. 

Tho  Clinic,  Holywell. 

2nd  Sc  Ath  Tuesdays  at  9,30,a.n, 

Dental  Clinics, 

Tho  Clinic,  Holywell, 

By  Appointment, 

Ultra  Violet  Thera ly. 
Ear,  Iiose  and  Throat 

Tho  Clinic,  Holywell, 

Mondays,  Thursdays  9.30.a,m, 

Clinic, 

The  Clinic,  Holywell, 

Mondays  1.30,p,m, 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  Holywell. 

1st  Sc  3rd  Tuesdays, morning  Sc 
afternoon. 

/jiti-PoliQpyelitis 

Sessions  by  arrangcr.icnt , 

, depending  on  supplies  of 

lixaunisation. 

Qatorial, 

B.C.G,  Va.ccination  against  Tuberculosis  - Sessions  held  in  schools  ty’'  arrangc- 
aent. 

Hospitals. 

ihe  provision  of  all  types  of  hospital  accomodation  is  the  rosponsibility 
of  the  Clvjj^d  and  Decsido  Hospital  Managonent  Corxiittce.  Tkre  are  two  general 
hospitals  within  the  Urban  Area.  "Fart  3 Accoixiod.ation"  is  provided  at  Llucsty 
General  HosiDital,  and  at  St.  Asaph,  for  persons  tenporarily  or  pernancntly 
horaelcss. 

National  Assistance  (/xiendnent  Act,  1931).  ) 

National  Assistance  Act,  191x3,  ^Section  1+7)  • ) (Renoval  to  sonc  suitable 
premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention).  No  cases  wore  dealt  vri.th 
under  this  heading  during  tho  year,  but  nany  visits  were  made  in  this  connection. 

SMCTICNS  C.D,  /iND  E have  been  Contributed  by  tho  Public  Health  Inspector. 

SECTION  C. 

Water  Surety , 


No  c:ctcnsions  to  water  nains  wore  carried  out  during  the  year.  The 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  supply  throughout  the  year  was  satisfactory, 
iill  sanplcs  taken  vfore  Class  I. 

'•..iion  the  Council's  Slun  Clearance  Prograrxie  gets  under  way  the  vrater 
consijoption  for  the  Urban  Area  udll  increase.  The  prevision  in  the  now  houses 
of  siifcs,  baths,  washbasins  and  water  closets  will  increase  tho  doaand,  as  most 
of  tho  houses  at  present  heave  only  a standpipe,  no  washbasin,  bath  or  sinl:, 

Sono  do  not  even  have  water  closets.  This  v/ill  however,  noan  that  tho  nuifoor 
of  those  notorious  'water  wasters'  , stand  pipes  vd.ll  bo  reduced. 
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Figures  for  water  consun.ption  in  the  district  are  as  follows 


1955  - 96,547,6^42  gallons. 

1956  - 88,234,740  gallons, 

1957  - 81,743,830  gallons. 

1958  - 95,437,610  gallons. 


Thoro  are  only  five  houses  within  the  area  wliich  have  not  got  a r.iain 
water  supply  mthin  a roasonablo  distance . 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal, 

4 regular  weekly  collection  service  is  carried  out  by  two  refuse 
vehicles,  with  four  non  to  each  vehicle.  Disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by 
controlled  tipping  at  a site  alongside  the  Bagillt  Road.  Having  regard  to 
usual  labour  difficulties  the  collection  of  refuse  wont  relatively  snoothly 
during  the  year.  The  disposal  of  the  refuse  however  presents  a number  of 
problems.  Indiscriminate  tipping  by  private  individuals  is  the  worst  of 
those.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  a nan  should  bo  employed  at 
the  site  of  tipping.  As  much  as  can  be  done  with  the  labour  and  money 
available  is  being  done  to  comply  ^vith  ilinistry  recommendations  relating  to 
controlled  tipping,  . 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  purchase  of  a mechanical  sweeper  has  boon  a complete  success, 
judging  b^r  the  costs  and  performance  figures  available  for  1958,  A much 
more  efficient  service  is  provided  at  loss  cost  to  the  Council. 


T.TBLE  vn. 


Particulars  of  Notices  end  Inspections  during  the  year, 

Vists  made  in  connection  with  Public  Health  Matters  are  as  follows 


Number. 


Nature . 


346. 

674. 

159. 

484. 

57. 

10. 

18. 

123. 

2. 

17. 

3. 

38. 
46. 

39. 
16. 

11. 

rV 


Vists  re  complaints  of  sanitary  defects. 
Inspections  of  dwelling  houses. 

Shops  and  food stores. 

Slaughterhouses . 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal. 
Infectious  diseases  and  disinfection. 
Factories  Act. 

Interviews  with  owners  or  agents. 

Dirty  or  verminous  premises. 

Bakehouses. 

Sewage  Works. 

Shops  re  unsound  food. 

Sampling. 

Licensed  premises. 

Shops  Act, 

Rent  Act, 

Clean  Air  Act. 
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TABLE  VIII.  Kuiaber  of  Notices  Served, 


Infomsl , Forinal . 


69  IB 

13 

35 

SECTION  D.  Housing, 


Nature  of  Notices.  Result. 


Nuisances. 
Septic  Tanks. 
Dustbins. 


Abated 

(2  - folloTjing  Court  Action), 
Abated, 

Abated . 


Four  Cloaj^ance  Areas  virere  represented,  Orders  made,  and  subiuitted  to  the 
Linister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govormcnt  for  confiraation,  during  the  year. 
Objections  have  been  lodged  in  the  case  of  one  Order  and  it  is  ajiticipated 
that  a public  Inquiry  mil  be  held  shortly,  Tho  renaining  throe  orders 
arc  expected  to  be  confirned  in  the  near*  future* 


During  the  inspection  of  houses  included  in  Clcaranco  Orders  several 
occupiers  expressed  the  virish  to  stay  in  their  c:dLsting  houses.  Often  living 
under  deplorable  conditions  and,  having  had  described  to  then  the  amenities 
available  in  now  premises,  they  often  persisted  in  these  v/ishos.  Old  people 
in  particular,  dislike  the  thought  of  having  to  novo  frorr  the  duelling  in 
which  they  were  born,  even  though  there  is  no  proper  sanitation,  there  is 
no  water  in  tho  house,  tho  houses  arc  damp,  there  is  no  sin!:,  there  is  no 
foodstoro  and  oven  though  the  houses  are  in  a ]DOor  state  of  repair.  This 
is  a big  problem  in  tho  clearing  of  old,  obsolete  houses  and  one  vdiich  requires 
a groat  deal  of  patience  and  careful  handling.  I have  found  that,  by  frequent 
visits  and  tho  discussion  of  the  various  merits  of  tho  now  duelling  as 
compared  with  existing  surroundings,  by  treating  each  occupier  as  an 
individual  and  not  one  of  a number,  and  by  trying  to  ansvrar  their  queries, 
such  people  can  be  persuaded  that  a change  of  environment  inll  be  for  thoir 
own  good.  liJhilst  pavers  are  available  to  force  occupiers  to  leave  unfit 
houses  this  is  surely  a method  which  can  be  used  only  as  a voz^’’  last  resort. 


Tho  proposals  submitted  to  tho  tlinistcr  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
under  Section  1,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  fer  the  clearance  of 
unfit  houses,  envisaged  the  whole  problem  being  dealt  with  in  nine  years. 

The  proposals  wore  submitted  in  August,  1955,  no  houses  included  in 
Clearance  Orders  have  yet  boon  demolished,  so  that  it  will  bo  c.t  least  I967 
before  the  erjd  of  the  prograoime  is  reached.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
Council,  the  Council  decided  to  stop  building  in  1957  due  to  the  high  rate 
of  interest  charged  by  the  Public  -.i/orks  Loan  Board.  This  decision  was 
completely  justifiable  in  my  opinion.  To  have  carried  on  with  the  building 
programme  at  such  a rate  of  interest  would  h.avo  resulted  in  rents  vjhich 
would  have  made  the  tenant  of  a sub-standard  house  shudder.  Lot  us  hope  that 
econaaic  circurzstancos  will  not,  in  tho  future,  bo  such  that  a halt  must  be 
called  to  tho  building  of  now  houses. 

During  tho  year  tho  Council  received  several  applications  from  owners 
to  remove  dwellings  from  tho  proposals  mentioned  in  tho  preceding  paragraph. 
These  requests  wore  "greed  to  provided  work  was  carried  out  to  render  the 
property  fit  for  human  habitation.  I feel  that  this  method  of  dealing 
with  property  should  be  encouraged  wherever  practicable,  even  to  the 
renovation  of  whole  terraces.  This  is  possible,  particularly  T/ith  houses 
included  in  the  later  portion  of  tho  proposals. 

The  effect  of  the  Public  Works  Loan  Board  rate  increase  can  be  seen 

ty  the  fact  that  no  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  Eleven 
privately  built  houses  were  erected. 
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Nino  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  imdor  the  liient  Act,  1957 
v/ere  received  during  the  year.  Ho  Certificates  were  issued  o.s  'undertakings 
to  carry  out  repairs  were  received  fror.i  ovmors,  and  accepted  ly  the  Council. 

Chen  this  Act  car.io  into  being  nany  people  thought  that  oonants,  when 
coiapleting  Forn  G (requiring  repairs) , would  onit  nany  ir.rportant  itons 
duo  to  lack  of  technical  l<nowlcdgo,  I have  not  found  this  to  bo  so.  Of 
nineteen  applications  submitted  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  in  sixteen 
cases  it  has  been  necessary'-  to  omit  itons  included  in  tho  tcnajits  notice. 

Items  wore  not  in  technical  tenns  but  the  intention  could  be  understood.  Tho 
Rent  Act  has  received  groat  publicity  from  the  Press,  television  and  radio, 
and  ronodics  open  to  tenants  who  had  their  rent  increased  ■'Jcro  given  in  some 
detail.  Yet  I was  approached  by  people  who  had  never  heard  of  tho  Rent  Act... 

The  general  effect  of  the  Rent  Act,  so  far  as  this  area  is  concerned, 
appears  to  no  to  have  been  successful  in  that  more  money  has  been  made  available 
to  owners  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs.  liany  houses  have  boon  decorated 
externally  and  essential  repairs  carried  cut.  The  standai’d  of  vrorknanship 
has  not  always  been  good  - some  landlords  having  employed  casual  labour  to 
carry  out  tradesmen' s work.  In  one  instance  a landlord  was  requested  by  the 
tenant  to  decorate  tho  exterior  of  the  house  and  he  employed  a nan  to  do 
this  in  the  evenings  - and  gave  the  house  one-coat  of  grey  priming  paint, 
without  washing  dc\m  or  cleaning  tho  surface...  ]"iany  houses  oven  on  estates, 
are  still  in  a state  of  neglect  however,  and  one  can  only  assuiuc  that  the 
tenants  have  not  bothered  to  ask  tho  landlords  to  repair  them. 


TAILS  EC. 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public  Health  i\cts  - 15G. 
Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  above  - 127. 

TABI-iF.  X.  Remedy  of  Defects  Yfithout  tho  Service  of  Formal  Hot  ice. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  repairs  were  carried  cut  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  - 75. 


SECTION  E.  Ins'i'x^ction  and  Super'vision  of  Food. 


Tho  talcing  of  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  the  responsibility 
of  tho  Flintshire  Ccun'tjr  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Samples 
of  millc  taken  during  the  year,  were  all  satisfactciy . 


TABLE  XI.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Aeat  Condemned. 


Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Nur.ibor  Killed. 

A55 

5 

'6',  006 

069. 

Nur.iber  Insixctod. 

455 

5 

'6 , 006 

069. 

Number  ilffoctod  wxth 
Tuber culcsi Sc 

4 

- 

2. 

Percentage  of  tlie  number 
inspected  Aiffcctod  with 
Tuberculosis. 

0*GS 

- 

- 

0-23. 

Number  Affected  with 
Other  Diseases. 

7 

- 

11 

5. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  Affected  with 
Other  Diseases. 

1-54 

- 

0-01 

0-57. 
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Tho  Tabic  shown  on  the  previous  page  refers  to  the  aniaals  slaughtered 
in  the  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  Area,  Once  again  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  a decrease  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  - onJLy  six 
cases  in  a total  of  1,329  cattle,  calves  and  pigs  slaughtered.  These  six 
cases  viTore  not  affected  with  generalized  tuberculosis  - in  four  it  was  found 
in  the  lup's  and  in  tho  other  two,  in  the  retro-pharangeal  glands,  hot  one 
carcase  was  lost  duo  to  tuberculosis.  The  graph  shown  bclo\T  indicates  the 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  over  the  last  ten  years.  In  194-9 
the  percentage  of  aniaals  affected  was  13*4^  this  has  fallen  until,  195^ 
the  figure  was  0»45p.  The  reason  for  this  substantial  reduction  can  be 
explained  by  two  facters:-  (a)  Tho  success  of  the  Ainistig"'s  Tuberculosis 
Eradication  Sclicne  anong  cattle  and  (b)  since  de-control  of  slaughtering 
the  nunber  of  older  aninals  (cows  in  particular)  slaughtered  lias  dropped 


Grihphs  Nos.  2 and  3 shov/n  below  give  an  indication  of  the  nur.ibers  of 
various  aninals  slaughtered  within  the  Urban  /irea  over  the  past  ten  years. 
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Bcarinc  in  nine!  the  fact  that  the  fi.^urcs,  un.til  nid  1954,  ^^'Gre 
durinc  iiinisbr?,^  cf  Feed  control  and  allocation,  and  seir/ed  a larger  nunbor 
of  butchers  than  at  present,  it  is  safe  to  assur.jQ  the  following  facts 

1,  The  quality  of  the  neat  now  being  consunod  is  far  bettor  than  it  was 

ten  years  ago, 

2.  -^ore  1.10 at  is  being  .oaten  to-day  than  was  oaten  ton  years  ago. 


Ice  Creaa, 


There  are  no  nanufacturers  cf  ice  creaa  within  the  Urban  District.  /J.1 
ice  crean  sold  fron  shops  in  the  area  is  roanufacturod  by  multiple  fims 
but  there  are  four  vehicles  which  retail  within  the  area  during  sunner  months, 
where  the  produce  is  manufactured  within  the  areas  of  neiglibouring  authorities. 
Regular  saeiples  are  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  but  all  were 
satisfactory,  fhe  ice  croaL.i  industry  in  this  country  has  doveloiied  trem- 
endously vn-thin  the  last  decade  and,  in  most  cases,  the  standard  cf  production 
is  ver^/-  high  indeed. 

Food  Shoos. 


Holyi'/ell  contains  a high  incidence  of  shops  (1  shop  to  64  persons)  relative 
to  the  population  and  many  of  these  cone  iirithin  the  scope  cf  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  The  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  reasonable 
but  not  as  high  as  I would  lilco  it  to  be.  The  provision  of  the  facilities 
required  by  the  Regulations,  does,  of  course,  constitute  an  improvement,  but 
too  often  does  one  sec  signs  that  these  facilities  are  only  rarely  used.  The 
education  of  employees  in  food  shops  in  the  use  of  such  facilities  is  of 
paramount  iiaportance  and  regular  inspections  are  also  necessary, 

Frcceedings  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  instituted  in  one 
instance  during  the  year.  A Liverpool  firm,  delivering  moat  in  this  area, 
wore  su  m.ionod  f cr  contravening  Regulation  29  (l)  (a)  and  32  (2) . dui  employee 
of  the  firm  Viras  also  summoned  for  contravening  Regulation  30  of  the 
Regulations.  The  Court  found  the  defendant  to  be  guilty  and  the  firi.i  wore 
fined  £5  on  each  charge  with  5 guineas'  costs.  The  employee  was  fined  £2. 

This  is  the  first  instance  where  the  Council  has  proceeded  for  offences 
against  the  Food  I^giono  Regulations. 


Condemned  Food  - 1950 . 


Carrots. 

5 

tins 

Luncheon  .ioat. 

9 

tins 

Stewed  Steak, 

15 

tins 

Corned  Beef, 

3 

tins 

Tonpiue. 

2 

tins 

Damsons, 

1 

tin 

Ham. 

2 

tins 

Soup. 

5 

tins 

T coat 00  s. 

64 

tins. 

Beans. 

9 

tins, 

Teas. 

16 

tins, 

Fruit  Salad, 

10 

tins, 

S trawbnrrios , 

5 

tins, 

Plums. 

17 

tins, 

Pineapple. 

27 

tins. 

Salmon . 

4 

tins, 

Spaghetti . 

1 

tin. 

Rice, 

6 

tins 

Cherries, 

4 

tins 

Poaches. 

26 

tins 

Grapefruit, 

11 

tins 

Crab, 

7 

tins 

Pears, 

25 

tins 

Apricots. 

13 

tins 

Oranges, 

0 

tins 

Liill'C. 

25 

tins. 

Frozen  Imported  Beef. 

320 

lbs. 

Prunes. 

5 

tins, 

Bacon. 

12 

lbs. 

Pilchards, 

4 

tins. 

Frozen  Liver. 

13 

lbs. 

i.ieat  Paste, 

(j 

jars. 

12. 
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}CII.  Food  i-oisonin,r. 


There  were  nc  outbreaks  of  food-pcisoning  in  the  area  during  ihe  :/ear. 

Factories  1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  riade  by  Public  Health  Inspector)  1953. 


rrenises. 

jj/c 

Lino 

! No . on 
Register 

Nunbor  of 

Insnoctions 

Written 

Cc curler 

(i)  Factories  in 

No, 2, 

(3) 

© 

Notices, 

Frosocut- 

vdiich  Sections  1, 
i 6 are  to 
bo  enforced  by 
local  authorities. 

1 

5 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
vdiich  Section  7 is 
cnTorced  by  the 
Local  iiuthority. 

2 

23 

13 

(iii)  Other  prenisos 
in  uhich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers prerisos). 

: 

3 

'fetal. 

33 

23 

- 

- 

(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  wore  found. 


li/C 

Xlunbcr 

of  cases  in 

which 

defects  were  found. 

No,  of  cases  in  vrhich 

Line 

prosecutions ' wore 

No. 

found 

Romo-  To  H.L 

V H.M. 

instituted. 

died 

MI. 

I. 

'.’ant  of  Cleanllnoss 

4 

_ 

S.l. 

Cve  r c r owd  ing 

S.2. 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Un3:'oas enable  Temper- 
ature S . 3 . 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

7 

_ 



S.L. 

■Ineffective  drainage  of 
floor.S.6, 

n 

0 

1 

1 

- 

- 

^anitar^r  Conveniences. 
S.7.  (0)  insufficient 
(b)  unsuitable  or 

9 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

defective 

10 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes. 

11 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-Aerk)  - 

12 

Total. 



4 

4 

’ 



Z ! 

13 


Factories  Act,  1937 > Part  VIII,  Soctions,  110,  111 


Cutwerkers:  There  were  no  outvrcrkors  in  the  Holywell  Urban  x'n’oa. 

SECTION  F.  Frovalenco  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Hotifiablc 
Diseases,  1950^  • • ■ • 


Diseases, 

j Cases  Notified, 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

! 5 

- 

h'hcopinF  Cough, 

19 

- 

heaslos. 

5 

- 

Acute  Tncaaonia. 

3 

Ern’-sipelas, 

4 

- 

Ophthalr.ua 

Neonatorun, 

1 

- 

Djrsentery, 

- 

- 

i.xoningococcal 

Infection, 

1 

- 

Infective 

Encephalitis. 

1 

1 

Total, 

40 

4 

/jialsysis  of  Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases,  19^^'. 


Diseases, 

Nunbor  of  cases  notified  as  having  occurred  anong 
persons  of  the  ages  innisdiately  below  specified. 

at  all 
ages. 

— 

under 
1 yr. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  1 
over. 

ago 

un- 

knovm 

Scarlet  Fever, 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Uh  coping  Couf'h. 

19 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

iloaslos. 

5 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Honing ococcal 
Infection. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ - 

• 

under  5 
years . 

5-14 

15-/44 

45-64 

65  and 
over . 

\ age  unknown. 

Acute 

Fnounonia, 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

.... 

Erysijxjlas, 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Ophthalnia 
Ne  .cnatorun. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infective 

Encephalitis. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total. 

40 

A 

• lk» 


c 


f 


! 


i 


i 


■'( 


••4 


- 


> # 


i 'X 


L.^  , 

i 

I 


_.J;_ 


1 : '. 


Fron  the  tables  on  the  previous  , it  will  bo  scon  that  there  were 
only  40  notifications  of  disease,  ( excluding  Tuberculosis)  conparod  vrLth 
145  in  1957  cind  104  in  1956.  ilcaslos  and  TJhcopinn  Cough  totalled  5 nnd  I9 
cases,  ccQpai’cd  writh  1C6  and  3 in  the  previous  year.  There  wore  4 eases  of 
pnouQonia,  with  3 deaths.  Five  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  - all  of  a 
mild  nature.  The  fatal  case  of  Encephalitis  occurred  in  a boy  fron  Greenfield. 
After  only  a few  days  illness,  ho  died  in  hospital.  There  were  no  other  eases. 
This  boy  had.  net  boon  protected  against  PolioL'^relitis . "/hooping  Cough  was 
noro  prevalent  during  the  year.  This  coDplaint  is  one  the  nest  serious 
and  disabling  diseases  of  childhood,  but  it  could  be  prevented,  or  its  effects 
r.iini;.iiscd , if  oil  parents  would  have  their  babies  iixiunised.  It  is  now  possible 
tc  have  coLibincd  injections  (Diphtheria  and  V/hooping  Cough)  against  those  two 
complaints,  and  this  protection  is  offered  free,.  Lxiunisation  is  dene  at 
the  Clinics,  and  /XT'  the  general  loractitioners,  11?  children  received  primary 
i;.nunisation  during  the  year,  d?  being  under  1 year  old, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  Notified  in  1956, 


There  wore  10  new  cases  notified  during  the  year,  0 pulmonary,  2 non- 
pulnonary,  compared  \yith  I4  and  1 in  1957.  The  cases  analysed  in  their  age 
groups  thus:- 


Agos. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total, 


Under  5 years,  ~ 

5-14  years.  1 

15  - 24  years.  1 

25  - 44  years.  2 

45  - 64  years,  1 

65  and  over,  2 


Total...,  7 


1 

1 2 

2 4 

1 

2 


3 10 


There  ^irnsro  2 deaths  fron  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  compared 
with  2 in  1957.  There  \-vas  one  death  from  non-ixilmonary  Tuberculosis.  The 
continued  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  does  not  necessarily  moan 
that  the  camplaint  is  miore  prevalent  than  before.  Cases  are  mere  readily 
diagnosed  and  noro  and  more  persons  are  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinics  by 
practitioners. 


Ka  5 s Radio r:ra -phy . 


The  l.iass  Raciiography  Unit  of  the  Yfelsh  Regional  Ylospital  Board  did  not 
do  a general  survey  as  this  hax;l  been  done  the  previous  year.  The  Unit  was 
in  the  districo,  and  examined  workers  at  local  factories  and  works. 

The  Mass  X-ray  service  is  a most  valuable  one  in  the  provonticn  and 
spread  of  disease.  In  place  of  the  biennial  visit  of  the  X-ray  Unit,  it  was 
arranged  tc  have  the  mobile  Unit  stationed  in  the  Clinics  for  one  day  every 
three  weeks,  iho  general  public  may  attend  in  the  usual  way,  and  general 
practitioners  r:.ay  also  refer  patients.  This  service  began  in  the  '.iddlo  of 
1957,  2-1x1  is  \rall  used.  396  joorsons  were  X-rayed,  In  addition  the  mobile 
unit  X-rayed  I34  persons  at  a local  works,  and  visited  the  schools. 
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The  provision  of  iimnunisation  against  Tuberculosis  is  approvod  b^'  the 
Govcrniaont,  and  arrangements  were  made  in  1956  for  this  protection  ''go  be  made 
available  to  children  in  Flintshire.  A start  was  raade  ivlth  13  yoars  olds  in 
graiamiar  and  secondary  schools,  ihe  service  is  of  course  entire Ijr  voluntary, 
In..Tunisation  against  Tuberculosis  is  already  available  to  infants  and  older 
children,  on  the  rccormnendation  of  the  Chest  Physician,  where  there  is  a 
danger  to  the  children  due  to  the  presence  of  a case  of  Tuberculosis  in  any 
family.  During  1956,  1,189  school  children  in  Flintshire  had  been  s!:in  tested, 
and  763  received  the  single  injection  necessary  to  give  protection.  At 
HolAn/ell  Grannoo:’  School,  At-  children  were  tested,  and  31  received  the  necessary 
injection.  At  Basinipwcrk  Socondarjr  Ikdorn  School,  the  numbers  tested  wore 
82,  of  whom  52  were  injected. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination, 

Vaccination  against  Poliorryelitis  continued  throughout  the  year.  In 
the  County  as  a whole  12,A57  children  were  protected.  In  July,  tlie  age 
limit  for  vaccination  was  raised  from  15  to  25  yoars,  so  that  young  adults 
could  be  protected.  The  local  response  was  good.  Most  of  the  v.orl;  wns 
done  at  local  clinics  and  in  the  schools.  There  wore  no  notifica cions  of 
Poliooiyelitis  during  the  year. 
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